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[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic: Using technology to improve maths skills in the classroom
Mathematics in schools is a compulsory subject which is essential to everyday life. As children become more and more fond of new technologies, the education of maths in the classroom is extremely influenced through the use of internet-based technology. The following resources not only show what technology is available for children learning maths but also the vast changes to technology which consequently impact how children improve their maths skills in a classroom.
Movie/Video: Global Numbers
Fruit Fractions- animated maths lesson (Global Numbers, 1 June 2011,) is a broadcasted lesson on YouTube about the basics of fractions. It is another way that technology assists in teaching children about mathematics. Children are able to watch this simple video and apply the skills from this video into other classroom activities. An advantage of this YouTube video is that it is bright, colourful and appeals to a younger audience. Therefore, it is easier for them to memorise the skills demonstrated. I think it is a great way to get children really thinking about fractions because they use fruit as a prop which is realistic as it is usually eaten every day and promoted in school environments.
Website: IXL Learning
IXL Learning (IXL Learning, 2012) is a mathematics game site that provides countless maths skills for kindergarten- year 9 students. The purpose of this useful site is to advance maths ability through web-based technologies. The digital products available on this site provide instant classroom essentials. The site delivers a series of questions to the student and immediately gives a result and an explanation if the student is incorrect. Ultimately these digital questions teach and test children in many aspects of mathematics. Although it is a game site it is fun for the students and is a great technical resource to assist in the teaching of various maths topics.
Newspaper article: Anonymous
Keynote Speakers Announced for Mobile Learning Conference (Anonymous, 9 June 2009) is a newspaper article that announces that each student in North Carolina will be given a smart phone to use in the classroom to improve math skills among ninth grade students. The purpose of this project is to move the children out of the physical confines of the classroom to ultimately make learning maths fun. This is a big advance to classroom technology but I guess advanced technology is main stream nowadays and is acceptable in the classroom. This newspaper article backs up the game website I have sourced above because through the use of having smart phones in the classroom, students are able to access mathematics game sites and other webpages more regularly due to having easy access to the internet on their smart phones.

Journal Article: Barrow
This Journal Article is called Effects of the New Century Education Software on AIMSweb Test Scores in Math Computation and Reading Comprehension for Lower Performing Ninth Grade Students (Barrow, 2012). It’s main focus is a computer assisted instruction (CAI) online software that improves achievement in basic maths skills. This study was conducted in rural Georgia during the 2009-2010 school years. It claims that studies show that these particular students learning from this software are actually achieving higher grades and CAI is becoming more popular as it is said to improve higher order maths skills for secondary students. “Students have received higher class grades in algebra and geometry after exposure to instruction provided by computers” (Daniels, 2008). So not only does technology provide easy access to learning and other sources to improve maths skills but simple software is able to bump mathematic marks up for all different age groups. From using this software students are receiving higher grades due to therse computer instructions assisting in teaching the students rather than face-to-face instructions. Noticeably, using technology to improve maths skills in the classroom significantly is taking its toll and studies like this show evidence that through the use of technology maths skills are significantly improving.

Conference paper: Lin
This conference paper (Chang, 2010) focuses on the fact that through the use of computer technology, math’s tests can be taken online particularly through a system based on an automatic item generation (AIG) mechanism. The use of the technology enables the teacher to be able to organize a test by specifying the number of problems and their types. Students are then able to use a practice tool at anytime and anywhere for learning purposes. The teacher is able to electronically create questions and administer them to each student. The questions may differ from student to student but they are at the same difficulty creating fairness and improving security (no cheating off a friend as the questions may be different). Essentially, this proceeding means that taking students away from the burden of paper-and-pen tests it is beneficial for not only the student but the teacher creating the tests.

Book: Goos
Techno maths: Technology enriched activities for the mathematics classroom (Goos, 2002) is a book written by Dr. Merrilyn Goos. This particular book has created a series of technology enriched mathematics activities. Due to the constant rapid growth in technology such as computers, graphics calculators and the internet, Techno Maths provides challenging and practical investigations. These investigations have been tested and proven with Queensland teachers. The book contains the spread sheet files and programs that may be necessary for each activity. I think this is a great resource, as it has been trialled in schools already and succeeded because it is relevant and interesting for school students.
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